Course Title : LATE IMPERIAL AND MODERN CHINA:

ISSUES AND APPROACHES
Course Code : HST3006
Recommended Study Year : 3,4
No. of Credits/Term 03
Mode of Tuition : Sectional
Class Contact Hours : 3 hours per week
Category in Major Prog. :  Elective Category 1: “China and Hong Kong”
Prerequisite : None
Co-requisite(s) : None
Exclusion(s) : None
Exemption Requirement(s) : None

Brief Course Description
This course introduces students to Chinese historiography, with emphasis on issues that are
particularly pertinent to the study of Late imperial China and modern China. Topics are

organized chronologically and thematically.

Aims

This course provides an opportunity for students to study and discuss the thoughts and
methodology in Chinese historiography. It also aims at sharpening students’ abilities of
critical thinking as well as skills to approach primary sources.

Learning Outcomes

Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:

(1) explain the development of Chinese historiography;

(2) evaluate the fundamental differences between different historical schools;
(3) analyze the major debates of historical thoughts and methodology;

(4) apply these methods to the primary sources.
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Teaching Method

The course is taught in seminar format. Selected topics will be introduced and analyzed.
Students are required to give presentations on assigned topics in the tutorials. They should
interpret, analyze and evaluate the topics using a variety of critical perspectives learnt in the
lectures. After the presentation, they also need to lead the discussion on their presented topic.

Measurement of Learning Outcomes

1 Individual research paper to evaluate student’s ability to critically analyze primary and
secondary sources as well as writing skills; (LOs 1, 2, 3, 4)

2 Presentation and Discussion to assess students’ ability to understand and present their
understanding of Chinese historiography; (LOs 1, 2, 3, 4)

3 Short essays in response to readings; (LOs 2, 3)

4 Quizzes to test students’ ability to describe the trends and debates of Chinese
historiography in different periods. (LOs 1)

Assessment

This course is 100% continuous assessment, subdivided as follows:
Two Quizzes @ 10%  20%

Ten short essays @3% 30%

Final Research Paper  30%

Attendance and Participation 20%

Attendance is mandatory. Should you experience a catastrophic illness or other circumstance
that requires you to miss more than a total of two classes, you must inform the instructor as
soon as possible, rather than waiting for the end of the semester. If you must miss more than
two classes because of illness or other circumstance you are required to present
documentation.

Please be on guard against plagiarism and other forms of academic dishonesty. Be advised
that any use of the Internet must be strictly cited by URL and that cutting and pasting text
from web pages, without due citation and quotation marks, constitutes plagiarism.
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Important Notes:

(1) Students are expected to spend a total of 9 hours (i.e. 3 hours of class contact and 6 hours

of personal study) per week to achieve the course learning outcomes.

(2) Students shall be aware of the University regulations about dishonest practice in course
work, tests and examinations, and the possible consequences as stipulated in the
Regulations Governing University Examinations. In particular, plagiarism, being a kind
of dishonest practice, is “the presentation of another person’s work without proper
acknowledgement of the source, including exact phrases, or summarised ideas, or even
footnotes/citations, whether protected by copyright or not, as the student’s own work”.
Students are required to strictly follow university regulations governing academic

integrity and honesty.
(3) Students are required to submit writing assignment(s) using Turnitin.

(4) To enhance students’ understanding of plagiarism, a mini-course “Online Tutorial on

Plagiarism Awareness” is available on https://pla.In.edu.hk/.




